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Clark University’s Climate Action Plan & Resiliency Planning
Adeline Hebert ‘23 and Kathryn Jeffreys ‘23
Executive Summary
Clark University has a history of innovative leadership on climate initiatives. Some of which include:
• Research and academics at the Marsh Institute, IDCE, Biology, Geography and Physics Departments, Polaris Project,
Clark Center for Study of Natural Resource Extraction, HERO, and the New Earth Conversation
• The University’s 2009 Climate Action Plan
• The University’s 2013 Commitment to the Real Food Challenge
• The University’s 2016 Commitment to the ‘We Are Still In’ Declaration
• The University's participation in the 2010 Main South Promise Neighborhood Partnership and its relationship to the
Main South community through faculty and administrators.
As demonstrated in the list above, Clark University has the building blocks required to create a robust framework
to address environmental justice and resilience in our community. The climate crisis creates a reality in which the
fortitude and resilience of our institution is intertwined with that of the surrounding community in Worcester and Main
South. In the coming years and decades, Worcester - and as a result Clark University - will face increased flooding from
extreme precipitation, ice and snowstorms coupled with extreme cold, and extreme heat coupled with drought that
won’t discriminate between ourselves and our neighbors in Main South (Kleinfelder 2019).
At this junction in the University’s history, there is vast possibility for better utilizing our resources to address our
vulnerability and foster resilience for ourselves and our community. Through our LEEP project, we outlined three paths
forward for the Clark University regarding climate strategy and community resilience. These recommendations include
updating the Climate Action Plan and/or incorporating resilience into the existing Climate Action Plan through the
Climate Commitment and partnership with the surrounding community to address our collective vulnerability. The
information and recommendations shared in this document are based on conversations with and feedback from campus
and community stakeholders, as well as supporting evidence from documents produced by the City of Worcester, other
institutions of higher education, and the University itself.

Background: Clark University’s Climate Action Plan
In 2007 President John Bassett signed American College and University Presidents
Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) (Angel 3). The commitment emphasizes the
“power, potential, and imperative of higher education’s key role in shaping a
sustainable society” (Carbon Commitment 1). As Provost, David Angel chaired the
Clark Environmental Sustainability Task Force (CUES). The Task Force was
commissioned in 2007 to write a Climate Action Plan in accordance with the
ACUPCC requirements, and the Task Force was made the responsible body for
enacting the CAP, reporting to the President. The CAP was approved by the Board
of Trustees in 2009, with a commitment to achieve net zero carbon emissions by
2030 (Clark's CAP 3).
Clark’s sole focus in the CAP is on reaching carbon neutrality, or net zero
greenhouse gas emissions, from the Kyoto Protocol top six gases (Angel 3). There
are three different scopes of emissions: (1) “direct emissions from the boilers, the
cogeneration plant, campus vehicles, and fugitive emissions from refrigerants in air
conditioning equipment”; (2) “indirect emissions from purchased electricity”; and
(3) “indirect emissions from commuting, air travel, and solid waste” (Angel 3). The
plan was written with the baseline emissions rate of 20,442 MTCO2e from data
collected in 2005. There are two phases in the CAP with explicit steps and goals for
the University to complete. Phase 1 goal is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
twenty percent over baseline by 2015; Phase 2 is to reach carbon neutrality (net
zero emissions) by 2030 (Clark's CAP 3).
Clark reached the CAP’s Phase 1 goal - to decrease carbon emissions by twenty
percent from the 2005 baseline in 2010 - just one year after the CAP was published
in 2009 (Isler 16). Phase 2 strategies do not seem to be getting the University
closer to net zero. As seen in the graph below, although there have been
fluctuations in the past nine years, the University is still in about the same position
as it was in 2012, meaning that we have not continued to decrease our emissions.
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Our Products: Meeting with President Fithian
and a CAP Working Group

Option 1: Sign the
Climate Resilience
Commitment
This path includes signing Second Nature’s
Climate Resilience Commitment which
requires the University to update its
current climate action plan and include
goals for developing community
resilience.

Option 2: Update the
University’s 2009
Climate Action Plan
This path includes updating the current
climate action plan. An update to the
climate action plan would create for more
interim goals and allow for the opportunity
to include strategy on additional climate
factors including, but not limited to,
biodiversity, water usage, food
consumption, and more.

Option 3: Business
As Usual
This path includes continuing on the
same path we are on now without
making any additional adjustments.
While we do not recommend this
option we must use it to illustrate
the consequences of non-action.

Our final product of this research project is a twenty-five
page proposal to the new President of Clark University, David
Fithian. Earlier this semester we presented our findings to
President Fithian, and we are planning to meet with him again
during the Spring semester to learn more about any climate
action updates on campus. We also founded a working group
within the student organization Clark Climate Justice to recruit
more students to learn about climate initiatives on campus and
to propose new ideas to the administration.

Thank you to our faculty advisors Jenny Isler and Jude
Fernando and the LEEP Fellowship office for supporting our
research and vision. Thank you for taking time during Winter
Fest to learn about our summer project! If you have any
questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

